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What is Disarmament?   

ÅDisarmament most simply refers 
to the act of reducing, limiting or 
abolishing weapons



Conventional Arms

ÅSmall arms

ÅBattle tanks

ÅMissiles

ÅLandmines 



Weapons of Mass 
Destruction

ÅNuclear weapons

ÅChemical warfare

ÅBiological warfare



ÅWhat is being done?



Regional Disarmament 
ÅRegional disarmament developed 

in 1981 due to the efforts of a 
group of governmental experts 
appointed by the UN Secretary 
General who believed that there 
was ña vast and, to a large extent, 
unexplored potential for progress 
in disarmament if the global 
approach was supplemented with 
determined and systematic efforts 
at the level of the different 
regions.ò



3 Aspects of Regional 
Disarmament

Å ñTop-to -bottomòregional action to facilitate the full and 
effective implementation of international disarmament and 
arms control norms by building the capacity of Member 
States, regional arrangements, civil society, and other 
disarmament actors.

Å ñBottom-to -topòto facilitate regional or sub - regional 
consensus on various disarmament issues, which then 
contributes to UN global deliberations. This is particularly 
relevant on issues where international negotiations are not 
progressing.

Å Added value of ensuring that the specific disarmament needs 
and challenges of States of a particular region or sub - region 
are expressed, understood and addressed.



Global Leadersô Sentiments on 
Disarmament 

Å Prime Minister Tony Blair (United Kingdom): ñThe United Nations must strengthen its 
policy against non-proliferation; in particular, how to allow nations to develop civil nuclear 
power but not nuclear weapons.ò

Å Prime Minister Ariel Sharon (Israel): ñAnd we know that, even today, there are those who sit 
here as representatives of a country whose leadership calls to wipe Israel off the face of the 
earth, and no one speaks out. The attempts of that country to arm itself with nuclear 
weapons must disturb the sleep of anyone who desires peace and stability in the Middle 
East and the entire world. The combination of murky fundamentalism and support of 
terrorist organizations creates a serious threat that every member nation in the UN must 
stand.ò 

Å President Pervez Musharraf (Pakistan): ñThe catastrophic consequences of nuclear war 
make it imperative to prevent one from ever taking place. Both the proliferation and 
perpetual possession of nuclear weapons pose and unacceptable global danger. We must 
evolve a new consensus to achieve disarmament and non-proliferation. We also need to 
prevent the destabilizing accumulation and buildup of conventional weapons and forces 
especially in regions of tension . . . Pakistan will continue to promote nuclear and 
conventional weapons restraint regime in South Asia.ò 

Å President John Agyekum Kufuor (Ghana): ñThe scourge of war would not end unless the 
issues of disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation as well as the menace of illicit small 
arms and light weapons are addressed.  In some societies, especially in Africa, these latter  

constitute the weapons of mass destruction.ò

Å Quotes from the 2005 World Summit



Gender and Disarmament



What is the link between 
disarmament and gender?



The role of masculinity in 
disarmament

ÅThe link between masculinity, 
power and weapons

ÅMen make up the vast majority of 
combatants, disarmament 
legislators, owners and distributors 
of arms

ÅWar as a ñgenderedò activity



Femininity and 
disarmament

ÅWomen : The Invisible Victims

ÅLess victim assistance

ÅLess access to education

ÅStigmatization

ÅExtreme poverty





How is gender awareness 
useful? 

Improves effectiveness of:

ÅSafety education

ÅAnti -violence campaigns

ÅInformation canvassing 

ÅLegislation

ÅWomenôs healthcare



ÅñDisarmament and gender equality are global 
public goods whose benefits are shared by all 
and monopolized by no one.  In the UN 
system, both are cross -cutting issues, for 
what office or department of the United 
Nations does not stand to gain by progress in 
gender equality or disarmament?  When 
women move forward, and when disarmament 
moves forward, the world moves forward.  
Unfortunately, the same applies in reverse; 
setbacks in these areas impose costs for all.ò

~ Jayantha Dhanapala , former Under -Secretary -General 
for the Department for Disarmament Affairs


